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Q

Do you visit with him and his family?
Some.
Do they visit with you?

some.

But you cunsider yourself as a real good friend,

Yes.

Thank you.

(Whereupon witness excused)

LIX EURGE, called as a witnes

defendants, was sworn and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

HENDRICKS:

May it please the €ourt, this is Mr. Lix Furge.

Q
A.
Q
A.
Q
A.

L

?)

A

'.;,

Where do you live Mr. Furge?
Meridian, Mississippi.

State your business?

I'm in the oil business.

How long have you lived in Meridiam?
Since 1940.

Do you know Mr. B. L. Aiken?
Yes 1 do.

How long have you known him?
Oh, approximately tem yeaIs.
Where does he live?

Meridian.

Witlime & DNovie Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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Do you know his general reputation for peace
and violence in this communitly winire he lives?
Well, I know====-

Do you know it?

Yes.

Is it good or bad?

Its good.

Thank you.

CROSS EXAMINATION

10| BY MR. HAUBERG:

Mr. Fruge, has Mr. Aiken had any oil business with
youl

No, he doesn't run a station.

What does he do here?

He runs a trailer court.

How long has he been running a trailer court?

Oh, approximately tem years I would gzuess.

Have you bought any trailers from him?

Yes, I have bought two trailers from him.

Then you have had business dealings with him then?
Right.

Do you consiaer him one of your friends?

No, he's just a good business man.

Jow often would you see him OVer this period of
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Oh I see him two OT three times a week.

Do you go to his place?

No, we drimk coffee together at a restuarant
nearby my office.

Would that be by prearrangement?
No.

Just run into him?

Along with other mem.

Did you learn about the development up in Neshab

County in 19642

Through the press, yesS-

You did learn about that did you?

I read it through the newspaper, yes sir.

ind do you recall about the time Mr. Aiken got
arrested in connection with it?

Through the press.

But you did know he had gotten arrested in
connection with it?

Oh yes.

And you have had no visits with him in his homeé
or he in your home?

No, I don't even know where he lives.

55

.;:,{
b

That's all, just a minute, 1€ it please the Court

R

Did you say you don't know where he lives?

I don't know the residence.

i
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Well how-do you know he lives in Meridian?
Because I see him every day.

But of your own personal knowledge you don't
know where he lives in Meridianm or dutside of
Meridian?

I know he lives in Meridian.

All right,just tell us how you know that?

Just because we've fixed a heater in his house
and the type of business I'm in.

Have you ever been to his house?

No, I have not. I don't £fix the heaters, my men
fixes them.

I may have misunderstood you, but I thought I
understood you to say that you don't know where
he lives in Meridiam?

Well, I've never been to his home.

Well, is it your testimony now that you do know
where he lives?

No, I don't, personally, I don't know.

Weil, do you say you know positively that he lived
in Meridian?

Yes.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. HENDRICKS:

Mr. Fruge when you were requested to go »nut oo Ris

William A, Davis, Official. Court Reporter. Jackson, Miss;
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home and fix the heaterx that was in Meridiam

wasn't it?
BY MR. HAUBERG:

We object to his leading.
BY THE COURT:

Restate your questiom.
BY MR. HENDRICKS:

Q Was that in Meridian?

A Yes.

Q Have your business dealings with Mr.

been pleasant and fair?

BY MR. HAUBERG: |

We object to that.

BY MR. HENDRICKS:

He opened it, Youx Homor, he asked him about his

business dealings.
BY THE COURT:
Overruled.

BY MR. HENDRICKS:

Q  Have your business dealings been fair?

A, Yes.

Q@ Is he an honest business man?
BY MR. HAUBERG:

vour Homor, we object to leading?

BY THE GOURT:
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- Overruled.

BY MR. HENDRICKS:
4.  Have they?
A Yes sir.
Q That's all.
(Whersupon witness excused)

B, D. BURNSIDE, called as a witness for and on behalf

of defendants, was sworn and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. PIGFORD:
May it please the Court, this is Mr. B. D. Burnsiae.
BURNSTIDE.
Q Mr. Burnside, where do you live, please?
A 605-51lst Avenue.
Q What city?
A.  Meridian, Mississippi.
Q Now, Mr. Burnside, do you know Mr, B. L. Akin?
A Yes sir.
Q How long have you known Mr. Akin?
A I'vejknown him about eight years, I would say,
eight or nine years.
Q Do you know him and did you have any conversation
with him in June of 19047

A, Yes sir.

O

Do you recall the date which you had a conversatioj

i S b e e s A b S S 8 e iy ey bt s
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Ir with Mr. B. L. Akin?
) Yes sir, it was June the 21st?
Q And on that date, what was the first conver=-
3
sation that you had with him?
4
A Well, the first time at church on Sunday morning
B
f
; Q Are you both members of the same church?
é
A Yes sir.
7
8 Q  And about what time was that, Mr. Burnside?
o A I believe it was 11:00 o'clock.
10 Q Now without telling us what you all said, tell
0 the Court and Jury the nature of that conver-
sation?
12
13 BY MR. HAUBERG:
4 We object to any conversation, if the Coufrt please.
5| BY THE COURT:
Sustained.
16 _
17 BY MR. PIGFORD:
18 Q All right six. Mr. Burnside, did you later
19 see Mr. Aiken on that day?,
A.  Yes sir.
‘z“"; 20
%Z o Q Where did you see him?
. - A I saw him at his office.
;1 3 Q What was the occasion of you seeing him at his
Mi office?
it 24 .
- A well, Mr. Akin was opening up & New trailer

P—
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lot at Chalmett, Louisiana, and he needed a
manager for his lot at Slidell, Louisiana, and
he wanted to talk with me about accepting that
position.

Now what kind of work were you doing at this time?
I was selling automobiles.

And how long at that time bhad wyou been selling?
About fifteen years.

And was that known to Mr. Akin?

Yes sir.

And where was it that you were working at that
time?

At that time I was working for Selers Oldsmobile.
I see. Now, where is this office that yuu saw
Mr., Akin?

Its on Tom Bailey Drive.

Can you tell us sir, what is on the east side of
that office?

Its a garage on the east side of it.

What is on the west side of that otfice?

Well its just a field on the west side.

What if anything was there on the property that
Mr. akin's office was on?

Well there were trailers, house traiiers.

what kind of business was he in?

b e £ b bk e i S8 8 5 S8 1 A B AL e e et 5 i b
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He sold house trailers.

And about what time did you see him that aftep.
noon?
I saw him there I guess about 6:00 o'clock or 4

little after six.

I'11 ask you please sir if the business you Were§%
there on concerned what you had a conversation {r
about that morning? éj
Yes sir. ‘éi

And why was it that you were down omn that aftenmwﬂ.BY
instead of talking about it that morning? %h
Well, I wanted to go down to his office and dis~;éh

cuss the proposition he had made me more fully ifﬁ BY

and I was incerested in it and that was the reason|

I was there.
And how did you get to that office?

I drove in my car down there.

And where did you park your car with reference tO0 ¥

the office, Mr. Burnside?

I parked in the front of the office.
Now, who was there other than Mr. Akin when you
first arrived?

Well there was a good many people looking at
trailers around the lot?

Did you recognize auy of them?

William - A. Davis. Qffirint Caurt Rannrtar . Inckenm Mies
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A I dom't remember anybody in particular except me

and my wife.

Q  And you saw these people around the lot?
AL Yes sir, I saw them around the lot.

Q  Now Mr. Burnside, after you got there, what did

you go, where did you go?

A Well, Mr. Akin was in the office there. We walked

back, he told me to come in the back office, and

we walkcd back into the back office==

By THE COURT:

Have you told us what date this is that you are talking

about?

BY THE WITNESS:

1t was on June the 21st, 1964.

BY MR. PIGFORD:

Q  Mr. Burnside, whac is the arrangement of his
office, or what was it at that time?

A Well, his office was in a trailer and it was
divided in two offices, omne front office and a
hall and back office with a restroom in between
as I remember it.

Q Now how long did you and Mr. Akin talk on that
occasion?

L We talked several hours.

Q Was there anyfinterruptations during your talk?

|
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your conversation with Mr. Akin?

Well yes sir.
What was it?
Well one of his salesmen had a deal on the tra
in the front office and he came back in there
and discussed it with Mr. Akin. |

About what time was that, Mr. Burnside, to the
best of your recollection?

I'd say about, probably around seven o'clock.
What was that man's name, if you know?

Mr. Clark. Mr. Charlie Clark.

Mr. Charlie Clark?

Yes sir.

Do you know where he is at the present time?
Well, he's dead. He died about three months ago.

Now was there any other interruptiom during

I.don't recall any. I believe Mr. Clark came
in two or three times.

Now,-Mr. Burnsiage, I'll ask yoﬁ please sir if th{
door was opened or closed in the office where
you were?

The door was closed.

Dia you and Mr. Akin go anywhere during the time
you were with him on that occasion?

Ves sir, we went down and got coifee.
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Where did you go to get coffee?

We went to the Lamp Post.

Where is that with reference to Mr. Akin's orfice?
Well, its about two blocks east of h;s office.
I'l1l ask you please sir, whether this was not
the closest place to get coffee to his place?
Yes sir, it is rhe closest place.

Now, Mr. Burnside, how did you go to the Lamp
Post?

How did we go?

Yes sir, by what means of travel?

We drove down there.

Whose car did you use?

Mr. Akin's.

Diu you get out of the car at the lamp post or
not?

We got out and went in, yes sir.

How long would you say you stayed there getting
coffee on this occasion?

I would say probably twenty minutes or something
like that.

And then what did you do on thac occasion?

We came back down to his office.

I'1l ask you please sir, to the best of your

recoliection iow long did you stay there or

Williom A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson. Miss,
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what time was it when you did leave there? -

A It was pretty late, I would say abuut ten o'cy,

Q All right sir, I will ask you, while you were
there, did you notice anything unusual occurammgvt
around his office or around his traiier lot mmr;vi

A No sir, I didn't, |

¢ All right sir, what did you do when you did leaye

A I went home.

Q I'll ask you please sir,if Mr. Akin was still
there when you left?

A.  Yes sir, he was there,

Q Mr. Burnside, when was it that you were called
upon to try to recall the dace of this conver-
sation?

A It was, I don’t remember the date but it was
several months later, in fact, it was after Mr.
Akin was arrested.

Q Was it somewhere around that time? I

A It was arter tnat. \\

Q Who was it that called om you to try to rememberl
what date it was that you had talked to him? {4

A, Mr. Akin. T{

Q Yes sir, and you say that was approximately hov %n
long after he was arrested? §?u

A.  Well I don't know exactly what day he was axrcswdix

William_ A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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on but it was several days later, I know.

Was that the year of 1964 or some other year?

I believe it was in 1965, I beiieve it was in
'65,

Now, how is it that you recall that this was the
specific date that you talked to him?

Well it certainly is not easy to remember back
that far and when he first asked me about it I
couldn't remember it. I remembered our conver-
sation well, but I didn't remember the date on
the thing and he reminded me that it was on
Father's Day which helped of coucrse, but I still
wasn't positive that it was this day so he went
in and got out of his file and got some papers
and contracts, etc., on the same ones that we
looked at on the night that I was there and then
it'began to come back to me, and the more I
thought about this thing, Mr. Akin asked me to
refresh my memory as well as I could and be posi-
tive,‘he wanted me to be positive, and it was
this night.

Now Mr., Burnside, was this an important conver=
sation to you wich reference to your personal
atffairs?

Yes----

William A. Davis, Officlal- Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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1| BY MR. HAUBERG:
2 We object to that, if the Court please.
3| BY THE COURT:
4 Overruled.
5{ BY MR. PIGFORD:
6 Q The Judge says you may answer.
| 7 Q Well, I was interested in, of course, in a bett@
‘f 8 job, yes sir, I was interested in it. I would
9 ’ say it was an important opportunity.
10{ BY THE COURT: |
11 . Let me ask you this. Do you know what day of the
“  12 . week it was that you had this’ conversation?
13| BY THE WITNESS:
| 'i' 14 | It was on a Sunday.
‘ 15| BY HHE.COURT:
1 16 . And Mr. Akin's force was working om Sunday?
17| BY THE WITNESS:
fv 18 Yes sir, they were working. |
19| BY THE COURT: :
1 20 Were any}of themwrking when you left the place at 5%%%
21 10:00 o'clock? f; a
] 22| BY THE WITNESS: \ '» | 2
% 23 When I left that night, no sir. By
| 24 BY THE cOURT: a
il
w 25 So you were the last ones to leave? %{ B
[ ﬂi‘ Wililam A Davis, Official. Court: Reporter, Juckson, Miss. ‘ :
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BY THE WITNESS:

Yes sir, we talked for several hours there and when

I left Mr. Akin was locking up when I left.

BY MR. PIGFORD:

Q

Was there anything else that aided you in re-
calling this particular dace and that it was
Father's Day?

Well, of course, this was the first time that
Mr. Akin offered me a job with his cowmpany, but
after I looked at the same papers and he was
opening his lot at Chalmette and was opening

it on the following day, in fact, he was packed
and getting ready to go to Chalmette the next
morning.

Now Mr, Burnside, did you go with Mr. Akin's
company?

Not at that time, no sir.

Have you been employed by his company since that
time? |

Yes sir.

About how long?

How long was I employed :zére2

Yes sir.

About a year.

Anu when was that?

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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It was over in 1965, it was in '65.

What month, do you remember?

No, I don't., I don't recall just off hand,
And how long was it that you worked for hig

company?

One year.
And where was that location that you worked aty
On Tom Bailey Drive,

In Meridian?

In Meridian, yes sir.

Now Mr. Burnside, do #ou know any of the
ddfendants in this case, or do you know who they
are?

Yes sir, I know some of them.

Do you know Sheriff Lawrence Rainey?

Yes sir,

How did you come to know him please sir?

Well the Sheriff used to work for Swartzfager
Ford, I'm sorry, it was Bﬁrdette Ford at that
time, the Swartzfagers bought it out later, and
I knew him there the first time.

Did you work there at that time?

Yes sir,

About how long have you known Sheriff Rainey?

I would say fifteen or more years., )4M/J

William A, Davis, Official. Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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Are they any close ties between your family and
his family?

No sir.

I'll ask you if you know Mr. Cecil Price?

Yes sir,

How did you come to know him, Mr. Buinside?

I met him around at Sellers Oldsmobile, they
bought a car from there.

Did he buy the car?

Yes sir, I believehe did.

And who sold it to him?

I believe Mr. Biil Sellers sold it to him.

But you did meet him there?

I met him there, yes sir.

Have you had any associgtion with him since thatc
time?

Well nothing, except I shook hands with him out
there in the hall last week.

How gbout Mr. Edgar Ray Killen,‘do you know him?
Yes sir,

How did you come to know him please sir?

Well I sold him trucks back through the years.
ALl right., wr. Wayne Roberts, dn voiy know him?
Yes sir.

How long nave you known him?

William A. Davis, Officlal Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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Well, Wayne went to school with one of my sons,
oh, I'd say, twenty years.

You have known him that long?

Yes sir.

And association between your family and his

family? That is visiting or anything of that natg

No sir.

- SO - 2

How about Jimmie Townsend, do you know him?

No sir.
How about Mr. Travis Barnect?
Yes sir, I know him.
How did you cume to know him?
Well he works down at Swartzfager Ford with me
for years. ,
there
You were duwn/the same time he was?
Yeg sir.
How about Mr. Horace Doyle Barnett?
No sir, I don'‘t knuw him.
How about Mr. Hop Barnette, from Neshoba County,
do you know him?
No sir, I don‘t know him,
Do you know Mr., Sam Bowers?
No sir.
Do you know Mr. Herman Tucker?

Ho sir,

Williom A. Davis, Official. Court: Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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Do you kmow Mr. Clen Burrage?

No sir, I dun't know him.

Mr. Frank Herndon, do you know him?

I know him when I see him, I know who he is.

How long have you known him, or how did you come
to know him?

I believe I saw him down at Mr.vAkin's trailer
park when I was working down there.

Do you know what connection he was there, or did
you know?

No sir. I don't know.

Mr. Billy Wayne Posey, do you know him?

No sir, I don‘t know him.

Do you know Mr, James "Pete" Harris?

I know who he is, I dun't know him personaily.
Do you know any of the other derendants in this
case that I have not called?

I don't beiieve so.

Now, I'll ask you please sir, if you'have dis-
cussed this case with any of the other defendants
other than Mr. Akin?

Uh, well I discussed with you anu Mr., Hendricks.
I mean any of the other defendants?

No sir,

Not at all?

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,

I
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No sir. ]
Now Mr. Burnside, I will ask you please sir, that b} ,
while you were talking with M. Akin on the zlst?g' .
 of June, 1964, did you see any of these defendammi .
in and about that lot or in the trailer or any .é '5
where around there? g 4
No sir, I did not. % 7
Those that you say you know here, did you know . éi 8
them then? é 9
Fxcuse me, except Mr. Akin, I saw him. E 10
Yes sir. These people that you say you now know,%é]l
did you know them at that time? r%lz
Yes sir. I kmew all of them, 1 didn't know } ﬂ
Mr. Herndon at the time. 14
This time that you saw Mr. Herndon at Mr. Akin's 15
place, was it on this occasion? ;M
Oh no, this was several months later. EJT
when was it that you did see Mr. Herndon there; Em
19

after Mr. Akiﬁ was arrested or before he was
arrested?

It was after he was arrested.

Could you teli us abouc when it was?

I believe it was in the summer OL 165, 1 don't

remember exactly whemn it was.

Mr. Burnside, wheres do you Live?l
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605 51lst Avenue.

And do you know where Mr. Akin lives?
Where he lives now?

Yes sir.

Does he live in Meridian or where?

He lives in Meridian.

I will ask you please sir, how long you have
known him?

I have known him about eight or nine years.

Do you know his general reputation in the
community where he lives for peace or violence,
do you know that general reputation of Mr. Akin?
I didn't understand the question.

All right, I will repwat it. Do you know Mr.
Akin's general reputation in the community where
he lives for peace or violence?

Yes sir.

Is it good or bad?

Its good.

I1'11l ask you please sir, if you know the

general reputation of Mr. Akin in the community

where he lives for moral character?

BY MR, HAUBERG:
We object to that, ir the Court please.

BY THE COURT:

Willlam A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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BY THE COURT:

/9 A2
Oveiruled.
PIGFORD:
Q Do you know tﬁat?
A Yes sir.
Q Is it good or bau?
A. Its good.
Q May I have just a second please, Your Honor?

Yes sir.

PIGFORD:

Q Mr. Burnside, did you know James Jordan say in

19647

A No sir.

Q You do not then know where he was working in U%@;;
A Well, I've heard. 15
Q No, not uniess you know. lgéw

: ]
A I didn't know_ sir. 17
Q Thatis all, Your Honor. |
CRCsS EXAMINATION:

DOAR: .

Q Mx. Burnside, what are you doing now?

A. I sell automobiles.

Q  How long did you work for Mr. Akin?

A About a year,

Q  Could you tell us when you started working e

William A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jacksor, Miss..
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No sir, I donit remembexr exactly, I just know it
was in '60.

Where are you working now?

At Temple Ford Company?

How long have you worked for Temple Ford Gowmpany?
Well, Mr. Temple just bought the dealership out
abowt six weeks ago.

So then you have worked for Temple Ford for six |
weeks?

Yes sir,

what did you do before that?

I worked for Swartzrfager Ford.

And that was the dealership before Mr. Temple?
Yes sir.

How long did you work for that Ford dealer?

In all?

Yes. Going back from six weeks ago.

1 would say five or six years in all.

The last time you went to work for them how long?
Weli the last time, I would say about a year and
a half.,

About a year and a half. Thac will take us back
until about the early part or 1966, who did you
work for before thac?

I worked for Mr. aAkin.

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jockson; Miss.

b b e




1924
(FA2S

‘ i Q Then ﬁould you say it was in Jaunuary or Febey
2 when you stopped working for Mr. Akin?
3 A No, I don't, I just don't remember/
4 Q  Did you 1eave‘there because of a better job?
5 A Well, actually in a way, that's true, because
6 you see, over the years you baild up your
| 7 customers and at the first of the year in the
ﬁi}} ?i .8 | automobile business you know you are going to
fgﬁ‘ fi 9 ‘ sell certain people, but if you stay out too
%i 4@ 10 , long you loose these customers see, so I would
. 11 . say its a better job overall, yes sir.
12 Q Did you have this conversation with Mr. Akin
13 on the 21lst of June while you were working with
14 | him? |
15 A, No sir, I wasn't working with him &t that time.
16 - Q H w soon after you had the conversation with
17 Akin that you went to work for him?
18 A I would say it was seven or eight months later
| 19 apprqﬁ.mately.
;‘ @; 20 Q Seven or eight months later, and you worked for
f '; 21 him about a year?
L ~§ 22 A.  Approximately, yes sir.
] ﬁ? - 23 Q Well seven or eight months later, the date of
%Z 24 Mr. Akin's arrest was December the 24th, 19642
1 | 25 &  Yes siz.
jhﬂi

Willlam A, Davis, Officlai Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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And you say you had this conversation witn Mr.
Akin shortly after he was a;rested?

Yes sir.

By shortly thereafter what do you mean by that?
Now which talk are you referrving to?

The one where you ware asked to remember the
conversation on the 21st of June 19642

I would say it was several days after his arrest,
I would say about a week.

Then that was in December, 19642

I believe it was,

Then you didn't go to work for him until several
months after that?

No sir, it was just a few weeks after that, it
wasn't too long after that,

I thought you said it was several months aiter
that before you went to work for him?

That was the first talk that I had with him, it
was about seven months arter I had the first con=~
versacion with him.

Then it was several months after you had the
conversation with him on June the 2lst, and then
you went to work for Mr. Akin several weeks after
you had this conversation with him after he

was arrested?

william A. Davis, Official- Court' Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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That's right.

Now did he come to you OT did you go to him
about going to work for him?

He asked me.

But you were interested in getting a job witch
him back in June of 19647

Yes sir.

That fell through at that time?

Well, I decided mot to accept the job, yes sir.
Was the job going to take gou from Meridian?
It was, that was the reason I didn‘t take it.
Did the job he offer you several weeks after
he taiked to you after he was arrested did that
snvolve more money than the job he had offered
you in June?

It was the same.

Di& it involve you moving out of the State?

No sir.

And==-

The iast job, I mean the job that I went to work !
for him, didn't involve me moving out of Meridiaw
Now, you say that_Mr. Akin's trailer park has
a front office and a back office?

Yes sir.

And you were in the back office? DMost of tine

William A. Davis,. Qfficial Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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time?

A Yes sir.
Q@ In fact you were in the back office all of the
time except whenyou went to get coffee?
A Well, I went to the restroom, of course, and
yes sir, I would say other than that.
Q And was Mr. Akin in the back office with you all
the time?
A Well, he was in there====
Q@ In and out?
A He went out to the door and right outsiue the
door and talked with Mr.'Clark, I remember,
two or three times.r
Q It is possible that he could have gone out the
front and talked to a customer and you wouldn't
‘have remembered it, just possible?
BY MR. BUCKLEY:
Your Honor, if it please the Court, I object to
him asking the witmess to indulge in possibilities
we are concerned with probabilities.
BY THE COURT:
Sustained.
BY MR, DOAR:
Q Could he have gome out and talked to a possible

customer while you were therxel

Williom A. Davis, Officlal Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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i don't remember him going out and taiking wity
a customer while I there,

And what time did you say you went to the Lamp
Post, was it?

We went down there about 8:30.

What made you recall the time?

Well, I don‘t remember exactly but I would say

we were in there discussing this things about

two hours or maybe a little lomger and I suggest
that we go get a cup of coffee and we went down
there and got a cup of coffee.

How long were you down there at the Lamp Posi?
Well, I would say approximately twenty or tvmnﬁyé
five minutes.

Then you came back to the trailer?
We came back to the oiiice,

To the ofttice, were there people around there

when you got back to the office?
No sir.

But Before you left, there were some people aroutt
the outside and around the offigel |
When I first got there Sunday evening there were
people on the lot, yes sir.

Did you pay any particular attemtiomn to anyone

of those persons?

Williom A, Davis, Officiol. Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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Its on the back, back close to the shop back therel

No, I dida't.
Were you in a position To sec¢ cars pulling up
let me withdraw that quqstion. Is there a place
where you can get gasoline at Mr. Akin's place,
his trailer place?
I don't, it is a place now that you can get
gasoline, yes sir.

could
Do you recall where you/get gasoline then?
No, I don't. I don't remember.
Was there a place where you could get gasoline
while you worked thexe?
Yes sir.

And was that out in the front or oui on the siae?

And could you see that gas pump from the ocifice
which you were sitting?

No sir.

So if there were someone back around those gas
pumps you wouldn't be able to tell i they were
thef; that night?

No sir.

Then you don't want to tell the Caurt and Jury

that you know for certain that there was no cne

arvund the gas pumps?

No, I wouldn't know about thac, no.

Willlam A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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Now there is quite an open spot outside hig

office isn't 1it?

Yes sir.

And there were people, customers walking aroypg
looking at the trailers on the outside of the
office that attermoon?

Yes sir.

And could you see all of this enﬁirc area from
the office, from that back office where you werg
No sir.
Are there.any windows in that back office at allj
Yes, it is, two small windows,

But the visibility isn't too good?

No sir. |

The view isn't good.

Restricted, yes sir.

This office that you were im. Did this face |
directly to the front or when you looked out ofi
the door, what did you see?

Well, all you could see wés the hall and you
couid see if the door was opened you could see
in the front office.

But you couldn't see the entire front ocrficel
No sir.

Just through the doorway.

Wililam A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.,
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4 Just through the passageway, yes sir.

Q How far back is the back office from the front
office?

A' LI R

'fi By MR. HENDRICKS:

We object, Your Honor, he's talking about the
credit office, not the one he was in.
By THE COURT:
Well he wants to knmow about the office as it was
then, so just ask him the question in that respect.
BY THE WITNESS:
h A, How far was the front orfice fromthe back office
at that time?
Q Yes:
A. I would say ten feet or twelve or something
like that.
Q How big is the back office?
A Well its a small office, probably eight by ten.
BY THE COURT:
Is this office in a trailer?
BYITHE WITNESS:
Yes sir, its in a trailer.
BY THE COURT:
So he just had a trailer partitionmed, is that what

you are saying?

William A, Davis, Officlal Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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BY THE WITNESS:

BY MR.

Right. Yes sir.

DOAR:

Q

A,

Now are these windows in the trailer, are they
high windows or low windows back in the back
office?

Well, they were,.as I remember it, they were
about two feet square I would séy, and about
three feet from the floor. |

And you say you discussed some contracts that
day?

Yes sir.'

What kind of contracts?

Well, of course, the trailer businéés is a
financing business, I mean that’s the way they
are sold and paid for usually people finance
them, and the method of financing is very im=

portant in any business because the credit

in financing is too severe when you are seiling
the.brndﬂct, and of course, I was very much
interested in that and the company he financed
with and the rates or interest he charged,
insurance charges and that kind of things. i
How many contracts did you look at?

It was the general thing, or course, I don't 'l

Willlam A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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remember, the type that we were discussing, the
type trailer he was selling, the profit it
involved in, the trade-ins, you see I‘wasn't
famitiar with the business at all and being
interested, I wanted to learn something about
it before I committed myself and the amount of

financing that could be dome on the trailer,

the amount oi down-payment, that type of things.

So you don't ¥emember how many contracts you
looked at?

I remember we looked over Midland-Gardner

and Michigan State Contract, there might have
been some others, I don‘t remember.

Now how long did you say you had known Mr. Akin?
I've known him about eight or nine years.

And you say you kmow Mr. Hefndoﬁ?

Ivknow him by sight, yes sir.

You are a good frimnd of Mr. Akin?

Yes sir.

And;you worked for hiw and yuur relationship
while you worked with him was pleasant?

Yes sir, it was.

And when you left there you didn't leave under
any unpléasantness?

No sir.

Williom - A, Davis, Officlai Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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BY MR.

Q You visit Mr. Akin?

A Yes sir,

Q& And he visits in your home?

A  Yes sir.

Q And you see each other frequently?

A. Yes sir.

Q@ And you have any business deaiings together?

A. No, I don't believe I've had any with him sinc
I've left the place, you mean business in the
sense of automobile business?

Q Yes, any business transaction with him?

=

No sir.

Q None at all?

A No sir, I don't remember.
Q

Thank you.

J. W. (JOHNNY) STEWART, called as a witmess for and
on behalf of defendants, was sworn and testified asf
follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

PIGFORD: ¢

May it please the Court, this is Mr. J. W. Stewart.
Q@ Mr. Stewart, how old are you please sir?
A I'm forty-one years old?

Q Are you always called John Stewart?

A. Johnny.

William- A. Devis,. Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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Where do you now work?
I work for the City of Meridian as a Police
Patrolman.

And how long have you worked for the Meridian
City Police Department?

Since 1952. Fifteen years.

I will ask you please sir, that during that time

if or not Mr. C. W, Miller, Mr. Wallace Miller,

has also been employed with that départment?
Yes, he has.,

Has he béen employed all of the fifteen years
you have been there?

That's right.

Now, do you know where Mr. Miller lives?

Yes sir.

What city and town does he live in?

He lives here in Meridian, Mississippi.

And where do you live?

Meridian, Mississippi.

Mr. Stewart, have you been associated with Mr.
Millexr?

I have.

In your various duties with the Police Depart-
ment oxr otherwise?

On the police department and otherwise.

Wiiliam- A, Davis; Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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BY MR,

BY MR.

BY MR.
BY THE

BY MR.

BY MR,

BY THE

BY MR.

Q Do you know Sergeant Millers reputation jip th

community where he lives?

& I do.
Q@ Do===-
HAUBERG:

We object to that, if the Court please.

P?IGFORD:

Let me start over with my question, please.

Q Do you know his general reputationin the
community where he lives for truth and veracityf

HAUBERG:

We object to that, if the Court please.

i

COURT:
On what grounds?

HAUBERG: BY

We don't believe it is proper for them to have
a witness, character witness on a witness that
has testified. By
PIGFORD:

Your Honor, we think we are justified in attacking
a witness' credibility.
COURT: |
I'1ll overrule your objection. wl 1

PIGFORD: i "

You may answer. Y

William A. Davis, Officiai. Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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Ju| B¢ THE COURT:
16 - Is Miller still working for

W By MR. BUCKLEY:

A1 do
Q 1Is ttgood ox bad?
, A Bad. |
‘ Q I ask you please sir since you've been associated
with him if you would believe Sergeant Miller
»‘ under oath?

ay MR. HAUBERGH
We object to that, {f the Court please.

By THBE COURT:

Overruled.

8¢ MR, PIGFORD:
| Q The Judge says you may answer.
A I wouldn't ’b@liéve wim uwnder oath.

Q I believe that's all.

the City of Meridian

bl as a policeman?

B BY THE WITNESS:

\91 ¢ir, I haven't seen him, but 1 umderstand he is.
;%i’l He works a diif‘fefe,m shift than what I work.
a| BY MR, BUCKLEY:

QQ May I ask him some questiowns, pleasel

| ®| By THE COURT:

B Yes Sif.

Wiilfam :A. -Otvis, Offictal “Court ' Reporter, Jackson, Miss.




L7220

; o 1 Q Sir, do you know Wallace Miller's general

; :

j,; 2 reputation for truth and veracity on the job
3 where he works?

4| BY MR. HAUBERG:
_f | 5 We object, if the Court please.

6| BY THE COURT:

. 7 Sustained,
| ?‘ 8 . CROSS EXAMINATION
g% 9| BY MR. HAUBERG:
i : '
‘?: ]b ' Q Mr. Stewart, have you ever worked with Mr.
‘gi ‘ 11 A.  Yes sir, I worked the patrol car with him.
‘w 12 . Q  As his partner?
%i 13 A Yes sir, and I worked under him as outside BY
y 14 ' Sergeant.
i” 15 . Q You are a Sergeaat now?
n 16 A He's a Sergeant. ‘ . B!
:_ f; 17 Q Hé is a Sergeant with the Police Department now?
yf ﬁ; 18 . A Yes sir.
mﬁ 19 Q How long has he been in such a position?
} 20 A I d;n't know exactly, I would say approximate.y P
21 four or five years.
22 Q That'‘s a position that carries with it respon” 3
2 23 sibilities is it not?
: 24 A  Very much so, yes sir.
25 Q And “e's been in it four or five years?

Wiillam A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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A.  What time he wasn't suspended,yes sir.

Q If the Court please, we object to his not being
responsive to the question.
gy THE COURT:
Yes, you may ask him that question over, énd witness
you respond to the question, we will have mo ad libem.
1/ 8¢ M. HAUBERG:

i We would like to move thact his answer be striken.

BY THE COURT:

!

1ler)

Yes, just disregaxd his answer, Members of the Jgry.
- Ask him that que:i.ion again and 1 want an answer
from you.

BY MR. HAUBERG:

May I have the Court Reporter read that part of

the question back, the last part? )m‘ f
BY THE COURT REPORTER: ;!}m
vl And he;s been in it four or five years? |
BY THE COURT:
You want to answer it now or later?
y

BY THE WITNESS:
A.  Yes sir, that's approximately right, I couldan't

say the exact number oL ycars he's been in as

a Sergeant,

U Q Now, do you know whether or not Sergeant Miller

is also connection with the National Guard?

Lt g e
k.

William A; Davis, Officlal Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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1 A Yes sir, he is commected with the National

2 Guard.
3 Q Do you know what position he has with that?
4 A No sir, I don't, I've seen Sergeant's stripes
: 5 on his sleeve is all.
i ‘;% 6 Q You've seen Sergeant stripes on his Natiomal
7| Guard uniform?
: é 8 A. I would assume he is a Sergeant in the Nationa]
9 Guard.
' don't
10 - Q And/you know that is also an office of
1 _ responsibitity?
12 A Yes sir, I'd say so.
13 Q Do you know how long he has been with the
14 * ~, Police Department?
15 A No sir, I don't.
th )
16 Q@ Was he there when you started working in 19527
17 A He‘was.
18 Q Do you know any of these defendants in tnis
19 case?
20 A, Yes ;ir, I know some of them.
21 Q Would you start over here and go down tne liné
- 22 and tell us which ones you do know?
: 23 A I know Travis Barnett, the next fellow to him
ﬂ 24 I don't know, in my opinion, that's Sheriff
o k 25 Rainey hext to him, the next gentlemen I don't

Wiiliam A. Davis, Officia! Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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Q

A.

gy THE COURT:
Just tell us the omes you do know.

BY MR, HAUBERG:

know, the gentlemen right behind Mr. Hendricks
there I don't know, I believe this fellow's mname
is Snowden, Pete Harris, Reverend Killen, the
fellow here I dun't know; the next fellow there

I dun't know, Mr. Akins I know him.

Would you go on behind you there and tell us
which ones or those you do know?

I know Mr. Roberts, I've just met Mr. Barnett
since I've bcen up here, I know Frank Herndon
and Cecil Price.

How long have you known Cecil Price?

Just met him up at Philadelphia whilc he was in
the Sheriff's Office up there. about 3 or &4 years,
About how often do you go to Philadelphia?

Oh, I've only been up there a couple of times,
one time to see about a stolen car back in the
summer.

You mean this year?

Yes sir.

Did you know him in 19642

No sir,

Did you know any of these defendants back in 19647

Willlam A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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Yes sir.
Which ones of these defendants did you know bae
in 19647 June of 196472

1 knew Mr. Barnmett over thexe.

Is that Travis or Doyle?

Travis.

th else.

I knew Mr. Snowden, Mr. Pete Harris, Reverend
Killen, Mr. Akin, Mr. Herndon, and Mr. Wayne
Roberts.

Do you belong to any organization that any of
those defendants belong to?

Sir?

Do you beiong to amy of the organizationms that
any one o those defendants belong to?
Well, that I wouldn't knmow. I believe Mr.
Bacnett over there belongs to the V. F. W.
over here, I've seen him out there and I assume
he's a member of the V. F. W.

Havé you talked with any of these defendants
any time within the past few weeks?

I imagine I have, I don't remember any particuh&
conversation, but I imagine I have, because i
seen them..

Have you been in the courtroom anytime during

Willlam A. Davis, )fficial Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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this triai?

No sir.

Have you talked with any one of thése defendants
concerning the Neshoba County incident?

I can't remember having a conversation with any
of these gentlemen about it,

When was the firsi time that you knew you would
be a witness in this case?

I believe it was Thursday, Thursday night.

And you haven't talked to any of these defendants
since Thursday night?

I probably spoke to them; and might have some-
thing to them.

How many of these parties that you say you know
that you consider your friends?

Well I counsider all of them being a friend and
Mr. Akin and I have been acquainted for sometime,
I consider him my fiiend, Pete Harris, Reverend
Killen, I haven't known him too closely, but I
would consider him my friend, Barnmett, I woula
consider him my friend, Mr. Herndon, Wayme Roberts
and Cecil Price, I would consider all or them

my friends.

Do you recall seeing Cecil Price, Sheriff Rainey

or Reverend Killen down here in ideridian sometimes
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during that time but I couldn’'t pinpolint the
time.

You wouldn't undertake to teil this Court that
yéu had seen them on Facher's Day in June of
19647

No sixr, I wouldn't.

How did you happen to know Reverend Killen?

I met him hesc in Meridian, alung with Sergeant
Miller.

Whnen did you meet Reverend Killen?
Sir, I don't remember exactly wheﬁ I met Reverendd
Killen.

Well givé us your best recollection?

I would say it was sometimes in 1963, 1962 or
1963, somewhere along in there.

So you say you met him when you saw him with
Sergeant Millex?

I have had coffee with Miller and would see
Killen.

Say you were having coffee‘with Miller and you
would see Killen?

When we would be patrolling.

Would that be out at the Longhorn?
No sir, it was at the Lamp Post.

The Lamp Post?

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jaockson, Miss,
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where is he

A

Q

Yes sir.
Now, the

thil’lk it

first time you met Reverend Killen you

was either in 1962 or 19637

Somewlhieres thereaboucLs.

And since that time have you had coffee with

him anymore?

Well, I don't remembDer specified times, I've

seen him
Well you
I would

Have you

No sir,

from time to time.

and he are good friends?

say we are friends.

ever met him out at the Longhorn?

I don't ever remember seeing Reverend

Killen out at the Longhorm.

You know
Longhorn

Yes sir.

that Mr. Herndon use to operate the

7

Is that where you learned Mr. Herndom?

I believ
it was a
You=ﬁet
operate

No sir.

1

e the first time I ever saw Frank Herndon
t the Longhorm.
him at the Longhorm, does he still

the Lomnghorn?

now?

I don’t know what his occupation is now.

He doesn

't live in Meriaian anymore?
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Mr. Stewart, are you rdated to any of these

I couldn't say where he does not.

Did you ever meel Wayne Roberts out at the Long
horn?
No sir.
Did you ever meet any of these other defendants :
eicher at the Longhorn or Akin Trailer Court, op
trailer business?
No sir, I believe the only man 1've ever talKed‘ﬁ
to at the trailer court would be Mr; Akin, maybe
in passing I would stop and say something to hin
You never did buy a trailer from him?
Couidn't afford it, mo sir.

Did you ever see either Mr. Price oxr Rainey

out at the Longhorm?

No sir.

défendants?

Yes sir, but I dom't know how much.
who are you related to?

I'mifelated to Travis Barmett, 1 think we are
third or fourth cousins, OT something, but 1
think I'm related to him.

Are you related to anyone else?
Not that I know of, to the best of my knowledg®

I don't think I am.

William A. Davis, Official Court- Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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Are you related by marriage to any of them?

No sir. ‘
Do you know police officer on your force named
Lee Roberts?

I do.

Do you know what relation he is to Wayne Roberts?
I understand they are brothers.

Do you have any close relatiomship with Lee
Roberts and Wayne Roberts because of that
relationship?

The only relation I have with Officer Lee Roberts
is ai the police department. I txy to be

as congenial as I éan be to get along with him,
we have worked together before.

You've worked with Lee Roberts?

Ygs sir, I've never been assigned to Lee Roberts
but weive worked extra.

You mean you've never worked with him as a team?
For eight hours we have, but as far as being
assigned to the same patrol car, no sir.

Well, have you seen Wayne Roperts down around
the police station a good bit?

No sir.

Does he come down there at all?

I couldn't say whethex he does ar not.

Willlam A. Davis, Officlal Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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I changed two months ago and come on the eleven (&

Well when you are down there would you ever say
ybu've seen him come down there during the time
you are there?

No sir, I work the eleven to seven shift and

nobody ever comes down there.

TS 5. KPP D TR I &« STVRETALS 1547 7% R

The eleven to seven shift, in the day time or
night time?

Night time.

And you work that shirt every day in the week?
Yes sir, that's my sift, eleven to seven.

And you do or work that shift all the months hx‘jl
the year?

We bid on it by the yeaw, yes sir.
But you never go to work on any other shift but [

from eleven to seven at mnight?

to seven shift, I was on the daytime shift thahj
So you do shift, do you? |
Yes sir, we shitrt once a year.

About how long have you worked this eleven to
seven shift?

This eleven to seven shift om the last time £of
approximacely two or three months.

And then you will change over again?

If I decide I want to work on it again I will

William A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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bid it, its worked on seniority basis.

Mr. Stewart, are you a member of the White
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan?

No sir.

Are you a member of any Klan organization?
No sir.

Have you ever been?

No sir.

Do you know whether or not any of these defendants

are members of ﬁhe White Knights of the Ku Klux

Klan?

I wouldn't know sir.

Have you ever heard any of them ever say whether
they were or not?

They;ve never discussed it with me, no sir.

So you know nothing about any of them belonging

to that organization?

No sir, I domn't.

I believe that's all, if the Court please,

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

Mr. Stewart, what would you classify the
Longhorn there as, is it a public place or a
private place?

Yes sir, ics a drive inn restuarant, it was
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Akin himself?

licensed to do food business.
Have you ever been down there in ypour officig]
capacity to see what was going on down there?

Yes sir.

Is that when you learned that Mr. Herndon wag ¢
That's when I got acquainted with Mr, Herndon.‘
In other words as a patrolman you became ac-
quainted with him?

Yes sirx.

You don't socialize with f . Herndon do you?
No sir.

You don't go to his house or he oomes to your
house?

No sif.

I'1l ask you sir whethex or not you know where

Mr. Akin's trailer park or traiier court 1s on
Tom Bailey Drive?
Yes sir, I know where it is.

Have you ever been in there and talked wich Mr

I've just passed there maybe in the drive way,
and as far as carrying on a conversation I

haven't just stopped there and talked to him, B¢
But you did know he was connected with that pld

Yes sir, I knew him before he moved to that

Williarn A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,




